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LANGPORT AREA BUSINESS GROUP 2023 NEWSLETTER 
March 2023 

Welcome to our March Newsletter. From International 
Women's Day (March 8) to Mothering Sunday (March 19) 
and the countdown to Easter, it will be a busy month.  

 

GOOD NEWS AND CONGRATULATIONS:- 

• A heartfelt thank you to Mark and his team at the 
Drayton Crown, who hosted the last LABG meeting 
on February 9. Thank you to all members who 
attended and enjoyed the Drayton Crown's generous hospitality—a great evening. 
Minutes of the meeting are issued under separate cover.  
 

• Congratulations to the Bridge Bakery and Canteen in 
Langport, who are raking in all the awards this year and 
who are finalists in South West Tourism Excellence 
Awards. An amazing results, and it is no surprise that 
they have just been named Finalists "CAFÉ AND 
TEAROOM OF THE YEAR" in this year's South West Tourism 
Excellence Awards.  
Up to four finalists have been announced in each 
category, but all will have to wait until March 23, when 
the winners will be announced at the Eden Project in 
Cornwall! Fingers crossed.  Many will also be 
nominated to represent the South West in the national VisitEngland awards later in the 
year. Very well done to the whole team. 
 

•  And worth remembering that the first day of spring (March 20) is just around the corner, 
and that's got to be a cause for celebration. 

 

DISRUPTION IN LANGPORT 

If you have been in Langport recently, you may have noticed an increased police presence, 
and this is due to a small group of youngsters causing considerable disruption.  

Please can we urge you to report any incident, no matter how small, to the Police who are 
trying to stop this antisocial behaviour. (Tel 101) 

 

LANGPORT COMMUNITY PLAN 

Langport could have a bright future. Following the public meeting in December 2022 and 
using the comments made by the public, the Community Plan has just gone live and is open 
for three weeks (until 20th). The Councils of Huish Episcopi and Langport would like to gather 
your opinions and views on various issues which will contribute to a new Community Plan for 
our parishes. It's really important that they understand what our community wants and needs 
in the future so they can respond and share your views with relevant authorities. Please reply 
using the survey https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HELPlan  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HELPlan
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IMPROVING HOSPITAL-BASED STROKE SERVICES IN SOMERSET  

Public consultation allows people to provide their views before any decisions are taken. 
NHS Somerset wants to hear from you to understand the potential benefits and impacts of 
its proposals from a range of perspectives. Be part of the conversation – 
somersetics.org.uk/stroke 

Wednesday, March 8, 3 pm – 4.30 pm Online meeting – join via Microsoft Teams. For details 
on how to join the forum online – telephone 01935 384 124 or email 
somicb.fitformyfuture@nhs.net  

For more information on how you can take part in other ways, visit Acute hospital-based 
stroke services - Somerset Integrated Care System (somersetics.org.uk) 

 

SOMERSET OPEN STUDIOS RETURNS FOR 2023! VENUE REGISTRATIONS OPEN ON MARCH 1 

Somerset Art Works artist members open their doors to allow a glimpse into often-private 
spaces and workshops alongside pop-up venues, where audiences can meet the artist, see 
work in progress and visit the creative source. 

Somerset is visually diverse and geographically vast, offering rich inspiration to countless artists 
and creatives over the years, from the romantic wilderness of Exmoor and The Quantock Hills 
to the ruggedness of The Mendips, as well as the bustling coast, the calm of The Levels and 
busy market towns of the south. 

Somerset provides a creative sanctuary for its many artists and makers working in fine art and 
craft, as well as multi-disciplinary media and traditional materials such as willow, all of which 
will be on show during Open Studios. Whether discovering a new artist, buying from a 
favourite or seeking your creative inspiration, the event's quality, variety and depth will amaze 
you. 

Somerset Art Weeks takes place every autumn, alternating between Open Studios and 
Exhibitions + Events. After the return of the Art Weeks guide last year, Somerset Open Studios 
2023 will feature a full programme of artist studios, demonstrations and activities for all to 
enjoy. The event is a fantastic way to explore the County, providing the opportunity to 
experience a wealth of creativity in often little-known places and make a day of it alongside 
the best of what Somerset offers in hospitality amid stunning locations. 

For artists and venues wanting to register, please see information about Memberships and 
how to join on the SAW website www.somersetartworks.org.uk 

Venue registrations open on March 1 and close on April 7. To register interest or find out more, 
please contact artweeks@somersetartworks.org.uk. 

 

CORONATION 

King Charles' coronation will take place on Saturday, May 6, 2023. In the run-up to the Bank 
Holiday and coronation, we are looking for some help. 

• Would a member of the retail team like to coordinate a shop windows theme/colours? 
Please let us know by emailing labginfo@gmail.com 
 

• We are still looking for an individual to step up and help with the coronation event with 
other groups in Langport. Does anyone fancy taking this on? email labginfo@gmail.com 
 

mailto:somicb.fitformyfuture@nhs.net
https://somersetics.org.uk/working-together/stroke/
https://somersetics.org.uk/working-together/stroke/
http://www.somersetartworks.org.uk/
mailto:artweeks@somersetartworks.org.uk
mailto:labginfo@gmail.com
mailto:labginfo@gmail.com
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL LORRY WATCH 

LTC Lorry Watch has started up again, so if you have time to spare a couple of hours a month, 
Langport Town Council would appreciate any support. Please email Morag at 
office@langport.life if you can help. Thank you. 

 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT IN LANGPORT 

Shakspeare Glass have two first-floor rooms available to rent.  
Email will@shakspeareglass.co.uk  for details if interested. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS RATE RELIEF 

A reminder - You can receive Small Business Rate Relief if: 

• You only occupy one business property in the UK 
• If you occupy more than one property but: 
• Each additional property has a rateable value less than £2,900; and 
• The total rateable values of all your properties add up to less than £20,000 (The small 

business rate relief will be applied to the main property only). 
• The rateable value of your property is less than £15,000. (If your property is occupied and 

has a rateable value below £51,000, you're still considered to be a 'small business'. 
Although you won't be entitled to Small Business Rate Relief, your business rates bills will 
automatically be calculated using the small business multiplier). 

• If you qualify for other reliefs, then you may not be entitled to claim Small Business Rate 
Relief, and your bill will be calculated using the standard multiplier. 

For example, if you receive mandatory relief as a charity, then you will not qualify for small 
business rate relief. This does not include transitional relief or any discretionary reliefs. 

The amount of relief you receive changes depending on the rateable value of your property: 

• Less than £12,000: 100% relief. 
• Between £12,000 and £15,000: the percentage of relief available will decrease on a 

sliding scale. 

You can apply for small business relief online: 
https://eclaim.southsomerset.gov.uk/victoriaforms/Viewer-
VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=NDR%20Small%20Business%20Rate%20Relief%20(1.0).wdf  

 

LANGPORT REPAIR CAFÉ 

Langport Repair Café is held in All Saints Hall, North Street, Langport TA10 0DJ, on the fourth 
Saturday of every month from 12.30-2.30 pm – there will be a café in March on Sat 25. 

  

LOCAL EVENTS - Please keep sending us your events. We are always happy to share. 
 

• March 1 - The smallest department store in Somerset, aka Eustace & Arthur in Langport, 
is having a sale starting on March 1. Bargains galore. 
 
 

• March 3 Brenda Read Brown: "But I haven't Finished Yet" at The Bridge Bakery & Canteen 
at 7:00 pm. Join poet Brenda Read-Brown on a riotous celebration of growing older. In 

mailto:office@langport.life
mailto:will@shakspeareglass.co.uk
https://eclaim.southsomerset.gov.uk/victoriaforms/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=NDR%20Small%20Business%20Rate%20Relief%20(1.0).wdf
https://eclaim.southsomerset.gov.uk/victoriaforms/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=NDR%20Small%20Business%20Rate%20Relief%20(1.0).wdf
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her fantasies, she is an imprisoned pensioner who rescues fellow passengers from 
crashed aeroplanes. Booking required: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/brenda-read-brown-but-i-haven-t-finished-
yet/2023-01-13/19:00/t-yaznaqz  
 

• March 10 Open Mic is back at the Drayton Crown from 7.30 pm 
 

• March 10 Ebenezer presents - David Lascelles, A Hare-Marked Moon, the Making of an 
English Stupa https://www.ebenezerpresents.com/ticketed-events/seat-at-seed-
factory-david-lascelles-a-hare-marked-moon-the-making-of-an-english-stupa  
 

• March 11 from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage Market is back in town (weather 
permitting). Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely market 
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/ 
 

• March 17 - Shakspeare Glass - Hot and Bothered: an evening with Will Shakspeare, 
Master Glassblower. Join Will for a cider and a behind-the-scenes look at how he creates 
one of his iconic ranges at 6.30 pm March 17 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-
bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-
520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg. 
 

• March 17, 2023, AT 8 pm at Eli's, St Patrick's Night with Diaspora - Irish Music & a great 
craic, with Somerset's favourite Irish band. 
 

• March 19, Mother's day celebration at the Kiln Café. Paint pots, Prosecco and posh 
cream tea 
 

• March 24, 2023, AT 7:30 pm singer-songwriter Jess Morgan - Boring Someone in a Dark 
Café at Eli's Booking required https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/boring-
someone-in-some-dark-cafe-jess-morgan/2023-03-24/19:30/t-
mojlmpx?fbclid=IwAR3qpp1FD6bC1WkX1EZP7WqXZGsHXT8PclvGrV4LrYnHqHrwYk8BJUJi
VbM. This show tells the story of ten glorious years being a nobody in the music industry 
- of festival tents, starry night drives, the romance of concrete and magic of pylons; a 
story of frustration, exploitation and discovering that most people don't get famous. 
Most people turn thirty. 
 

• March 24 Ebenezer presents David Constantine and "Extraordinary travels in All Terrain 
Wheelchairs" at the Seed Factory in Aller. To book 
https://www.ebenezerpresents.com/upcoming-events  
 

• March 26, a Murder Mystery Evening at the Bridge Bakery and Canteen by Langport 
Cafe Sessions – for more details/booking, please refer to their website: 
https://www.thebridgelangport.co.uk/  
 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/brenda-read-brown-but-i-haven-t-finished-yet/2023-01-13/19:00/t-yaznaqz
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/brenda-read-brown-but-i-haven-t-finished-yet/2023-01-13/19:00/t-yaznaqz
https://www.ebenezerpresents.com/ticketed-events/seat-at-seed-factory-david-lascelles-a-hare-marked-moon-the-making-of-an-english-stupa
https://www.ebenezerpresents.com/ticketed-events/seat-at-seed-factory-david-lascelles-a-hare-marked-moon-the-making-of-an-english-stupa
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/boring-someone-in-some-dark-cafe-jess-morgan/2023-03-24/19:30/t-mojlmpx?fbclid=IwAR3qpp1FD6bC1WkX1EZP7WqXZGsHXT8PclvGrV4LrYnHqHrwYk8BJUJiVbM
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/boring-someone-in-some-dark-cafe-jess-morgan/2023-03-24/19:30/t-mojlmpx?fbclid=IwAR3qpp1FD6bC1WkX1EZP7WqXZGsHXT8PclvGrV4LrYnHqHrwYk8BJUJiVbM
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/boring-someone-in-some-dark-cafe-jess-morgan/2023-03-24/19:30/t-mojlmpx?fbclid=IwAR3qpp1FD6bC1WkX1EZP7WqXZGsHXT8PclvGrV4LrYnHqHrwYk8BJUJiVbM
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/boring-someone-in-some-dark-cafe-jess-morgan/2023-03-24/19:30/t-mojlmpx?fbclid=IwAR3qpp1FD6bC1WkX1EZP7WqXZGsHXT8PclvGrV4LrYnHqHrwYk8BJUJiVbM
https://www.ebenezerpresents.com/upcoming-events
https://www.thebridgelangport.co.uk/
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• March 28 Tourism Showcase/Leaflet Exchange – at the 
Westlands Entertainment Venue, Yeovil - If you have 
any questions, please drop Visit Somerset an email at  
becky.cotterill@southsomerset.gov.uk   
 

• March 28 The Friends of Langport Library (FOLL) present 
a Quiz night for Langport Library in All Saints Hall. Booking 
is essential, so please contact Carey on 07814037347 
(See the poster for details). Bring your drinks/nibbles £ 
5/head and a max of 6 per team. 
 

• March 31, David Eagle will perform at the Bridge Bakery 
& Canteen in Langport. Doors Open at 6:30 pm. Booking 
essential – please use the link: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/david-eagle-
flying-solo/2023-03-31/19:30/t-ojekxdv  -  
SORRY NOW SOLD OUT. 
 

• March 31, at the Kiln Café - Spring wreath-making 
collaboration with the willow blossom florist, Kelly. From  11-2. Cake and coffee on arrival, 
spring Easter wreath making with Kelly, Easter egg painting with Daisy, Prosecco and 
nibbles. 
 

• April 8, from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage Market is back in town (weather 
permitting). Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely market 
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/  
 

• April 8, The Quasars will be performing at Eli's, Rose and Crown, 8:30 pm. A live band with 
a Rockabilly-Punk with a Sci-fi twist. Get your dancing shoes on. 
 

• The Edward Stokes Fayre will be coming to Langport for Easter. 
 

• April 14 - Shakspeare Glass - Hot and Bothered: an evening with Will Shakspeare, 
Master Glassblower. Join Will for a cider and a behind-the-scenes look at how he 
creates one of his iconic ranges at 6.30 pm on April 14. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-
master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg 
 

• April 21 An evening with Jodie Marie, a Welsh singer-songwriter, at the Bridge Bakery 
and Canteen. For more information, please see https://www.thebridgelangport.co.uk/  
 

• April 29, 2023, from 12 pm – 5 pm Cider Saturday at Harry's Cider Company 
Join Harry's Cider Company for their first Cider Saturday of 2023. They'll have chilled 
Cider, mind-blowing loaded fries from @soulfriesuk and Music to entertain you. Gates 
are open from 12 pm until 5 pm, and they're already predicting a sunny afternoon. 
Children are welcome, as are dogs on leads. Soft drinks, as well as indoor and outdoor 
seating, will be available. 
 

• April 30 - Langport spring car boot sale from 12.00 to 3 pm. There's limited room, so please 
email bountybar@hotmail.com  to book a space as soon as possible. 
 

• May 1, 2023, Kingsbury May Festival is back for 2023 and will take place on Monday, 
May 1. Further details to follow, so please keep an eye on their website 
http://www.kingsburymayfestival.co.uk/  

mailto:becky.cotterill@southsomerset.gov.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/david-eagle-flying-solo/2023-03-31/19:30/t-ojekxdv
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/take-art/david-eagle-flying-solo/2023-03-31/19:30/t-ojekxdv
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hot-and-bothered-an-evening-with-will-shakspeare-master-glassblower-tickets-520402336397?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.thebridgelangport.co.uk/
mailto:bountybar@hotmail.com
http://www.kingsburymayfestival.co.uk/
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If you are interested in being a 2023 stallholder, please contact: Callum McLeod on 
stalls@kingsburymayfestival.co.uk  
 

• May 6 –Celebration Ceilidh for everyone in All Saints Hall, Langport. More info to follow. 
 

• May 6 – King Charles' Coronation. The official May 6 already falls on a Saturday, meaning 
Monday, May 8, will be a bank holiday. There will undoubtedly be some local events – 
keep an eye open for festivities. We are looking for organisers to help put a community 
event on – i.e. Party time! 
 

• May 13 from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage Market is back in town (weather permitting). 
Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely market https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/ 
 

• June 10 from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage Market is back in town (weather 
permitting). Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely market 
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/ 
 

• July 8, Langport Art day 2023. Langport Art day 
is back in 2023 for the 3rd year running. A FREE 
EVENT in Langport, Art and Entertainment, with 
the famous Art Auction for participating artists. 
Wonderful bar, and this year we will have Art 
Stalls selling art. If you are an artist, a person 
wanting a stall to sell work or an entertainer 
who wants to perform, please get in touch. 
With David Sim at +44 7850 997671 or by email 
at sims.david@me.com  or Goodswen & Belle 
at 07342 134789 or 
goodswenandbelle@gmail.com  
 

• July 8 from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage 
Market is back in town (weather permitting).  
Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely market 
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/ 
 

• August 12 from 10 am-4 pm, Langport Vintage 
Market is back in town (weather permitting). Pop into Langport and enjoy this lovely 
market https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/ 
 
 

GRANTS, SUPPORT AND GENERAL BUSINESS NEWS (IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER) 

Somerset Innovation Network 

Firms in Somerset can receive free specialist business support by joining the Somerset 
Innovation Network. Once signed up for this FREE programme, your business will benefit from:  

• A 1-2-1 diagnostic with an innovation specialist to create an actionable plan for your 
business 

• Specialist advice from expert business advisors 
• Online and in-person informative workshops on a variety of relevant topics, including: 
• March 8 (Online) Pricing for Profit  

https://www.businesswest.co.uk/events/pricing-profit-0  

mailto:stalls@kingsburymayfestival.co.uk
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
mailto:sims.david@me.com
mailto:goodswenandbelle@gmail.com
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
https://langportvintagemarket.co.uk/
https://www.businesswest.co.uk/events/pricing-profit-0
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• March 21 (Online) How to create a winning business pitch - 
https://www.businesswest.co.uk/events/how-create-winning-business-pitch-0  

Find out more and sign up here: https://www.businesswest.co.uk/grow/somerset-
innovation-network  

 

Accelerating Women's Enterprise - Making a Difference 

Accelerating Women's Enterprise (AWE) is a collaborative project to help women to develop 
their skills and knowledge to make their business ideas a reality and a success. They offer fully-
funded online 'Sofa Sessions' and 'Nuts & Bolts' learning programmes to people who identify 
as women in Somerset and the surrounding areas. The deadline is: 

• Sofa Sessions application is 12 pm on March 8 2023, with the start date 
being March 15. 

• Nuts &  Bolts application is 12 pm on March 8 2023, with the start 
the date being March 15. 

Sofa Sessions provide an opportunity to join an online group training and coaching 
course. 

These sessions cover key social enterprise elements, such as an introduction to creating 

a community-impact business and defining and measuring social impact. 

Nuts &  Bolts sessions focus on essential business skills – marketing, finance, and 

personal effectiveness. This learning is of great benefit to people starting and growing a 

purpose-driven business. Another programme element is the Residential accelerator, to 
be arranged in due course. 

Find more about course content and SSE's unique learning methods on the course 

More detailed information can be found on the website https://www.the-
sse.org/courses/awe-making-a-difference-2/. AWE is funded primarily by the Interreg France 
(Channel) England Programme of the European Regional Development Fund. 

 

Somerset County Council and Business Mentors 

SCC is also looking to train business mentors; if you are interested in being trained as a mentor, 
please drop James Godman (james.godman@somerset.gov.uk). Training will be through an 
accredited organisation. J Godman, Senior Economic Development Officer, Somerset 
County Council. 

 

Digital Support for SMEs in Devon and Somerset  

Are you looking to level up your skills and stay ahead of the curve? Our new digital support 
service connects you to the support you need to help take your business digital. It offers digital 
guides, how-to's, resources and tools, including our 'Business Guide to Social Media' and 
'Digital Information Pack'. Packed with a wealth of free resources, learning materials, tools, 
and top tips, the information packs are great for anyone looking to enhance their knowledge 
and expertise in the digital world. 

 Get in touch for your free digital guides & find out more about our digital support service. 
Please email info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk  

 

https://www.businesswest.co.uk/events/how-create-winning-business-pitch-0
https://www.businesswest.co.uk/grow/somerset-innovation-network
https://www.businesswest.co.uk/grow/somerset-innovation-network
https://www.the-sse.org/courses/awe-making-a-difference-2/
https://www.the-sse.org/courses/awe-making-a-difference-2/
mailto:james.godman@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:info@heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk
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SBA Community Interest Company- Build & Grow Your Organisation 

There is fully funded support available until June 2023, which comprises three hours of 
business-focused support but will also include a diagnostic and the potential capacity for 
grant funding.  

Throughout the course of the programme, you will learn: 

• Leadership and management skills 
• Business growth models and how to strengthen them 
• Business strategies and value propositions 
• How to build a sales pipeline 
• How to accelerate conversion rates 

If this sounds like it may be of interest to you, please apply via the link: 
https://www.sbacic.org/get-set-for-growth-programme  

 

Devon & Somerset Local Skills Improvement Plan  

Devon & Somerset Local Skills Improvement Plan aims to work with employers and education 
providers to produce a skilled workforce better matched to business needs. 

Local Skills Improvement Plans are being implemented across the UK as part of the 
Government's Skills Accelerator programme. 

The Devon & Somerset Local Skills Improvement Plan is jointly led by the Devon & Plymouth 
Chamber of Commerce and the Somerset Chamber of Commerce. 

Together, they hope to engage with thousands of businesses in the coming months to 
understand the key changes needed to ensure they have access to a skilled labour market 
equipped for the future of work. 

Forthcoming dates in March: 

• March 14, 2pm-4pm @ Dunster Tithe Barn, Dunster, TA24 6RY 
• March 15, 2 pm-4 pm @ Taunton RFC, Taunton, TA2 8BU 

 

Somerset Art Works 

Applications are now open for PAIR-UP Bursaries 2023! Pair-Up is our bursary support for artists 
in Somerset, which aims to strengthen the early stage of artistic development through 
collaboration, peer support or mentoring. 

You can apply for a bursary between £250 – £500 to cover expenses to carry out one or more 
of the following: 

• Pair up with an established artist and arrange to meet regularly to receive mentoring 
support. (Up to £250 for 5 hrs mentoring support, and we will pay the mentor directly.) 

• Pair up with another artist and arrange to meet regularly to provide feedback and 
advice to each other (Up to £250 to cover travel) 

• Pair up with another artist to work in collaboration and test new ideas 
• Pair up with another artist to develop a new project and access new opportunities, i.e. 

funding, commission and showcase opportunities 
• Pair up with another artist to learn from each other, share resources, exchange skills and 

support each other's practice 
• Any other pair-up ideas you have with your artist partner/collaborator/mentor 

https://www.sbacic.org/get-set-for-growth-programme
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Find out more and apply on the website: 
https://somersetartworks.org.uk/artistdevelopment/pair-up/  

Application Deadlines: 4 rounds: March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1, 2023 

 

Hospitality Businesses 

Have you engaged with the #HereAllYear promotional campaign to help your business get 
bookings out-of-season? Check out how to get involved and download the first three 
promotional videos you can use. Boost out-of-season business with #HereAllYear &  Visit 
Somerset Read more on Business in Somerset | Business News | Visit Somerset - Visit Somerset 

 

Could you volunteer to help with Defra research?  

The department for Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) wants to consult with small businesses that 
use packaging on how they can improve the support they offer in that area. If applicable, 
please complete the following survey to let them have your views:  

https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byGvZLurq3CMkGG?utm_campaign=1215
130_BS%20Somerset%20and%20Wiltshire%207%20Feb%20edition%20edition&utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=National%20Federation%20of%20Self%20Employed%20%26%20Small%20B
usinesses%20Limited&dm_i=6TOT%2CQ1LM%2C4156D1%2C3898R%2C1&jfefe=new 

 

FREE Sustainable Transport for Business Event – online event March 8 2023, 14:00 – 15:45 

Transport is one of the most significant sectors for carbon emission, so change is essential to 
progress towards net zero. This online event on March 8, from 2.00 pm - 3.45 pm, allows 
businesses to consider transport developments and actions to achieve sustainable transport 
solutions. The webinar is open to any company in Somerset that uses vehicles for work 
purposes, including cars, vans or heavy goods vehicles, or any business whose employees 
commute to the workplace.  

For more information and to secure your ticket, https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-
transport-for-businesses-online-event-tickets-518630707407.  

 

NEW recycling regulations for businesses. Are you ready? 

You may be aware of the Somerset-wide business recycling project that Somerset Waste 
Partnership and Somerset County Council are piloting with WRAP, launched on February 13. 
As part of this project, businesses within Langport, Ilminster and Chard will receive direct 
support through Business Support Advisors. Below is a Briefing Note with further detail on the 
project. 

Businesses and organisations already have a 'Duty of Care' to store, transport and dispose of 
their waste without harming the environment. 

New legislation is coming soon, requiring all businesses, healthcare establishments and 
academic institutions to separate recycling glass bottles and jars, metal food and drink cans, 
plastic bottles, pots, tubs and trays, and paper and cardboard from their general waste. Food 
businesses such as cafes, restaurants, pubs or other premises preparing or selling food will also 
have to separate and recycle food waste. 

As this will be a regulatory requirement, it is likely that in future, an enforcement officer will 
undertake checks and ask to see evidence that businesses are complying with the new rules. 

https://somersetartworks.org.uk/artistdevelopment/pair-up/
https://www.visitsomerset.co.uk/business/latest-news/boost-out-of-season-business-with-hereallyear-and
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byGvZLurq3CMkGG?utm_campaign=1215130_BS%20Somerset%20and%20Wiltshire%207%20Feb%20edition%20edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=National%20Federation%20of%20Self%20Employed%20%26%20Small%20Businesses%20Limited&dm_i=6TOT%2CQ1LM%2C4156D1%2C3898R%2C1&jfefe=new
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byGvZLurq3CMkGG?utm_campaign=1215130_BS%20Somerset%20and%20Wiltshire%207%20Feb%20edition%20edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=National%20Federation%20of%20Self%20Employed%20%26%20Small%20Businesses%20Limited&dm_i=6TOT%2CQ1LM%2C4156D1%2C3898R%2C1&jfefe=new
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byGvZLurq3CMkGG?utm_campaign=1215130_BS%20Somerset%20and%20Wiltshire%207%20Feb%20edition%20edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=National%20Federation%20of%20Self%20Employed%20%26%20Small%20Businesses%20Limited&dm_i=6TOT%2CQ1LM%2C4156D1%2C3898R%2C1&jfefe=new
https://defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_byGvZLurq3CMkGG?utm_campaign=1215130_BS%20Somerset%20and%20Wiltshire%207%20Feb%20edition%20edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=National%20Federation%20of%20Self%20Employed%20%26%20Small%20Businesses%20Limited&dm_i=6TOT%2CQ1LM%2C4156D1%2C3898R%2C1&jfefe=new
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-transport-for-businesses-online-event-tickets-518630707407
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sustainable-transport-for-businesses-online-event-tickets-518630707407
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Somerset has been chosen as one of five areas to pilot a new business support programme 
to inform and prepare businesses for the new recycling regulations. 

Somerset County Council (SCC) and Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) are working with 
WRAP (WRAP - The Climate Crisis: Act Now), a global sustainability charity, to deliver the pilot, 
which will take place for ten weeks between February 13 and April 23. 

The pilot will: 

• Promote the benefits of recycling 
• Encourage businesses to recycle and increase recycling rates while reducing waste 

disposal costs, saving energy, conserving natural resources and protecting the 
environment. 

• Promote and test the new Business of Recycling website, businessofrecycling.com 
• This includes: 

o A waste calculator tool to help businesses calculate how much waste 
they generate and how recycling can help save money 

o guidance on why they should recycle, waste audits, Duty of Care, 
procurement, communicating in the workplace, managing and storing 
waste 

o free downable communications resources to help businesses engage 
with staff and encourage recycling in the workplace. 

• Provide advisory support in the Langport, Ilminster and Chard areas through dedicated 
Business Advisors to help businesses understand how the regulations affect them, what 
they need to do and what resources are available to help them. 

• Help determine how best to communicate with local businesses to raise awareness of 
the new recycling regulations and ensure businesses can access the information they 
need to start/improve recycling. 

WRAP will monitor the impact and results of the pilots. The findings will be used to help shape 
and improve the final content of the Business Recycling website before it is rolled out 
nationally. 

For more information, please contact greenbusinesssupport@somerset.gov.uk  

 

Are you interested in taking part in the 2023 Somerset Food Trail? 14 – 30th July 2023 

The Somerset Food Trail Festival celebrates the farms, landscapes, people and places behind 
Somerset's most flavourful and nature-friendly food. Several local Langport businesses took 
part in the event in 2022. 

Based on feedback from the 2022 festival, Somerset Food Trail has expanded the festival from 
10 days to 17 days to add a third weekend to provide a great visitor experience. 

The theme for 2023 will be 'Somerset Feasts' – They want to get everyone tasting our fantastic 
produce. For more information, please take a look at their website. 

The deadline for applications is March 15 2023 

 

Carbon Reduction Toolkit & Information 

Climate Resilient Somerset is asking all businesses in Somerset to consider ways their business 
can help tackle climate change. 

Please click here:  https://www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency/climate-emergency-
businesses/climate-summit/  to use a website full of information and useful toolkits to help your 
business on its carbon reduction journey. 

https://wrap.org.uk/
mailto:greenbusinesssupport@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.somersetfoodtrail.org/#:%7E:text=The%20Somerset%20Food%20Trail%20Festival%20celebrates%20the%20farms%2C,public%20at%20set%20times%20in%20July%202022.%20
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency/climate-emergency-businesses/climate-summit/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency/climate-emergency-businesses/climate-summit/
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The Great Green Directory 

Do you own or know of a green business operating in South Somerset that you believe 
would be great to include in our Great Green Directory 
(https://www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/directory) for the community? 

The Great Green Directory showcases a variety of green businesses, from local food 
producers to refill shops. Check them out now and share them with other local eco 
businesses! If you would like to add YOUR business, please fill out the form using the link: 

https://consultation.southsomerset.gov.uk/strategy-commissioning/the-great-green-
directory-application/consultation/intro/ 

 

Manufacturing Businesses 

The SW Manufacturing Advisory Service (SWMAS) deliver and support events, workshops and 
training opportunities. The cost can be fully funded for small and medium-sized 
manufacturers across the South West. Find out more: https://www.swmas.co.uk/events    

 

Farming Fund 

Farming, growing, or forestry businesses based in England can apply for a share of up to 
£850,000 for feasibility projects to improve productivity, sustainability, and resilience and 
move the agricultural sector to net zero. The competition opens for expressions of interest on 
January 30.  

Find out more: https://apply-for-innovation-
funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1446/overview/391c3c0c-d1c0-412c-8931-
7939784cda58#scope  

 

South Somerset Thermal Imaging Project 

Here is a link to an interesting project for those with a library card in South Somerset – residents 
and businesses! An opportunity to rent a thermal imaging camera that links with your 
(Android or Apple) gadget and provides a thermal image of your property. 
https://www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/thermalimagingproject  
 

Photo & Video Creation for Social Media 

Creating eye-catching images & videos for social media can be a challenge. This workshop 
will guide you through some simple tips & tricks to enhance your social media content and 
keep up with current trends. This workshop is perfect for getting started with TikTok or Reels on 
Instagram. https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/events/photo-video-creation-for-social-
media/ The session will be held on March 16 2023, at 1:00 pm Online. 

 

St. Margaret's Somerset Hospice 
St Margaret's is celebrating student volunteers' contribution to charities and organisations and 
encouraging students to join team St Margaret's this year and explore the world of 
volunteering! If you are or know a student that would be interested in supporting the hospice, 
find out more here: 

https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/student-volunteering-week  

 

https://www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/directory
https://consultation.southsomerset.gov.uk/strategy-commissioning/the-great-green-directory-application/consultation/intro/
https://consultation.southsomerset.gov.uk/strategy-commissioning/the-great-green-directory-application/consultation/intro/
https://www.swmas.co.uk/events
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1446/overview/391c3c0c-d1c0-412c-8931-7939784cda58#scope
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1446/overview/391c3c0c-d1c0-412c-8931-7939784cda58#scope
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1446/overview/391c3c0c-d1c0-412c-8931-7939784cda58#scope
https://www.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk/thermalimagingproject
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/events/photo-video-creation-for-social-media/
https://www.heartofswgrowthhub.co.uk/events/photo-video-creation-for-social-media/
https://www.facebook.com/stmargaretshospice?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXc7N9tBTYofGfu3mgdP82UA3qS9ot4qbViACvmT2s04PmFLaj9xV6I33tdqzNu34WCbBikpYIMSwskB8crgkAJ2hGOT6G1sS2FIQ60D3yfVZ6eqwm0NOL_T6KNjwIjeosQ-kSA-_2T9D2ixjyS-dKs0oKTB62_vSFs-FDF27X1Moa4QjVN_C6fUaGTrdMf6tY&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/student-volunteering-week


P a g e  | 12  of 12 

Springboard 500 

Businesses and employees are more important than ever to give themselves a competitive 
edge by being as highly skilled as possible. 

This is why Skill Up Somerset – a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to increasing the 
County's skill base – is launching the Springboard500 campaign for the New Year. 

This programme aims to get 500 individuals from Somerset aged 18 and over to sign-up for 
short, skill-enhancing training courses. 

For employers, employees and the self-employed, the cash and time commitment of some 
training courses can be a barrier. However, Springboard courses (offered with the help of the 
European Social Fund) are free and short in duration. 

They can act as a literal springboard onto further training, an apprenticeship or an HND, or 
be an end in themselves. 

For individuals, they offer a taster of what training can bring, and for employers, they can 
allow them to identify workers most likely to benefit from extra training. 

Courses are available in various sectors, including agriculture, health and social care, retail, 
hospitality, digital and business administration. For full details, see 
https://skillupsomerset.org.uk/springboard/. Specialist trainers deliver them with lots of 
experience in the areas they are teaching. 

 

Tourism Showcase - March 28 2022, Westlands Entertainment Venue, Yeovil 

The popular annual 'leaflet exchange' has moved with the times to become more of a 
showcase event for tourism in the area. The event will provide an important meeting point for 
local businesses to exchange printed materials while networking and showcasing their 
businesses to fellow tourism colleagues. Once again, they will use the Westlands 
Entertainment Venue, which offers easy access, free parking and a large cafe area, perfect 
for catching up with colleagues in a relaxed environment! 

Accommodation, attractions, activities, food and drink, are welcome to attend and have a 
FREE stand. Booking could not be easier; complete this online form, and a member of the 
tourism team will be in touch. The closing date for stands is February 24, or when all stands 
are booked, so prompt bookings are recommended. Please share with other local businesses 
or colleagues you think might be interested. 

Visit Somerset will invite some of their SSDC colleagues and support providers, such as the 
Southwest Growth Hub; please let me know if there is anyone or any particular business you 
think should be present. If you have any questions, please drop them at 
becky.cotterill@southsomerset.gov.uk  

 

Next meeting 

Our next meeting will be held in the Kiln Café and Pottery in Langport on April 20 at 6.30. 
Please make sure you reply to Ray and Liberty at labginfo@gmail.com 

 

From The Langport Area Business Group Committee. 

 

 

https://skillupsomerset.org.uk/springboard/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012uzRfnFg0FrriDLq4VjYkBM5-NvY504I7pyFHbZjh9QlaKQfjD55H_E28I28JgqxyIrrXZkV24vIgHcJVseOsI_l8bDh6k_QGcTe1bvTHQAVZvdiQPvDGDKnAyHNuiWw5D9j8KJ3HgyAgUmz9fSLMWmknSgrCXsjCBLRzzZUe7I=&c=slSGrwbOqz9i0KZs-azuk_01CyxnXsdDlJvlqPyvmr1hvaT0evvF1g==&ch=YvZw16cvVsznXdM7b0xvrGzMsNDTbeudavOWuZicdxjq_qEI6W-G8g==
mailto:becky.cotterill@southsomerset.gov.uk
mailto:labginfo@gmail.com
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