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Langport Town Council 

Huish Bridge Amenity Area Retrospective Planning Application 

Background 

A new surface was using geo    was laid at the vehicle parking area at Huish Bridge 

and a picnic area created. Funding for this project was received from the LEADER 

Project. 

The planning department at South Somerset District Council have decided that the 

change of surface and creating a picnic area is development and requires 

permission. A retrospective planning application has been made. 

Planning Consultation 

As part of the planning process Somerset County Council Rights of Way (ROW) have 

been consulted. ROW have raised two issues: 

i Obstruction of public footpath L13/37 

From photos viewed by ROW (the site has not been visited) it appears that vehicles 

are parking up to the boulders which obstructs the public footpath L13/37. 

 

Solutions 

 Reposition boulders away from river bank into parking area. Making a margin 

wide enough for the footpath. The footpath would then be unobstructed. Plan 

of parking area would have to be redrawn and submitted to planning 

authority. 

 Apply for a path diversion for path L13/37 

 

ii Parking area is not served by a vehicular highway 
The vehicular highway runs from road between Langport and Muchelney along Huish 

Drove as far as the bridge over the catch water. The short distance from this bridge 

to the parking area entrance is a highway which is not adopted. 

Long use of the parking area has established a right of way for vehicles. 

There is a pending application to modify the Definitive Map and Statement 

(Modification ref 681). This seeks to add a restricted byway to the Definitive Map. 

The restricted byway would run from the bridge over the catch water. A restrictive 

byway allows a right of way on foot, on horseback or leading a horse, cycling and 

for any vehicles other than mechanically propelled vehicles. Although access to 

private land is allowed.  
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 Solution 

 Request path form catch water bridge to Huish Bridge is not included as part 

of Restrictive byway. 


