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LANGPORT RESILIENCE 

Introduction 

A systemic approach is needed, meaning that we cannot look at 

building a resilient business, family or community in isolation. We 

cannot just look at short term shocks of the pandemic; recent hikes 

in fuel prices and possible food shortages or only long-term 

challenges such as climate change. Community resilience will be 

related to the resilience of businesses (and their employees and 

customers) and also the way neighbourhoods, voluntary 

organisations, public sector bodies (such as mental health teams, 

the police and local councils) all pull together, take advantage of 

local resources and pay attention to the actions of government and 

the wider context. 
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“The American Psychological Association (APA) defines resilience 
as: “the process and outcome of successfully adapting to difficult 
or challenging life experiences, especially through mental, 
emotional, and behavioural flexibility and adjustment to external 
and internal demands.”  It supports the notion that resilience can 
be cultivated and practised with the necessary resources and 
skills.” 

The aim of this short paper is to stimulate thinking about how 
Langport Town Council may respond ‘resiliently’ to a prolonged 
period of hardship, which affects the whole community, e.g. food, 
energy and fuel security, and security in general. 

It is not about responses to short-term incidents or conditions that 
may affect a minority of local residents.  It is more than ‘reduce, re-
use, recycle’ although all are an essential contribution to 
sustainability – and arguably resilience. 

The paper does not provide solutions, rather it asks questions: 

 What are the risks? 

 Who are the main stakeholders? 

 Who may take a lead? 

https://dictionary.apa.org/resilience
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 Are there any quick fixes? 

 What is Langport Town Council’s next step, if any? 

 

For further reading: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-
60660760 

Actions taken  

By Langport Town Council: 

 Recognised the Climate change emergency 

 Green Charter 

 Installation of solar panels on Community buildings 

 The Levels Forum and involvement in organising SCOP 

 Support creation of Railway Station 

 Involved in Community transport discussions 

 Encourage recycling of waste 

 Providing an Electric car charging point 

 Support Curry Rivel Active travel initiative  

 Langport and Huish Episcopi Cycleway 

 River Project infrastructure to encourage walking and cycling 

 Tree planting 

Other actions to consider to secure greater resilience and self-
reliance by working with the community to: 

 Reduce and recycle waste. Bio-digester for local businesses. 

 Energy efficiency for existing and newly built homes. 

 Travel – reduce use of private vehicles and promote use of 
low carbon alternatives for transport. Car shares; volunteer 
driver schemes; free electric vehicle charging points 

 Renewable energy generation 

 Establishing fuel co-ops where a group of customers 
combine their buying power to negotiate lower prices from a 
domestic oil heating supplier 

 Holding markets selling local produce. Farmers’ and Growers 
markets 

 Education and training 

 Publishing information about local schemes 

 Supporting community volunteers 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60660760
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-60660760
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