
TC2021/152 

Notes for item TC 20/21/152 Langport Town Council 18 March 2022 

Langport Town Trust 

Update on remaining assets: 

1. Car Park Entrance 
 

Ownership in process of being transferred to Langport Town Council. 
Paperwork in progress. 

 
2. Regalia 

 
At the meeting of the Town Council on 18th January 2022 it was agreed 
that a valuation of the mace should be sought.  See notes below.  
Landmark Langport has continued to be ‘unenthusiastic’. 
 
Subsequently, Roger Taylor (LTT/LTC solicitor) has suggested the 
following as a solution – which has been passed to Landmark Langport 
– 11th March 2022. 
 

Dear Val, 
  
Thank you for your email.   I am sorry that the Mace is causing so much 
trouble.  It might be interesting to know how it ended up with the Trust. 
  
I do not see any point in keeping the Trust alive for the sake of the Mace. 
  
I suggest that it  is transferred to Landmark Langport who immediately offer it 
to the Town Council on the basis of a permanent loan on condition that (a) it is 
retained in Langport (b) it is available for inspection on request (c) that it is 
insured by the Town Council and (d) any repairs needed from time to time are 
undertaken by the Town Council. 
  
The loan would only come to an end if (a) the Town Council breached the 
terms of the Agreement or (b) the Town Council returned the Mace to 
Landmark Langport   in either case Landmark Langport would be entitled to 
sell it without further reference to the Town Council.  If the Mace was stolen 
and insurance proceeds were received they would be paid to Landmark 
Langport less a sum for the last six years insurance premium. 
  
This would be documented in a formal document. 
  
Regards 
  
Roger 
 
I suggest that ‘regalia’ is interpreted as being civic ‘ceremonial’  objects, i.e. 
the mace.   
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3. Fishing rights 
 
As before.  No further progress to date.  Further information about EA 
ownership sent to our solicitor. 

 
4. Funds 

As previous update   The bank balance is approximately £15k.  This 
sum to be shared between Cocklemoor Community Trust and 
Landmark Langport when all payments have been made. 

 
 
Councillor Val Saunders 
Chair, Langport Town Trust 
11th  March 2022 
 

 
 
Notes relating to enquiries about the value of the Langport Town mace. 
 
12th February 2022 
 
I had a lovely long chat, by telephone, with the silver specialist at Lawrences a 
couple of days ago - Alex Butcher  Just to jot down his thoughts while I 
remember, in a random order: 
 

 there is no sale value - it couldn’t be sold on the open market 
 it should remain in Langport 
 it could both be worth nothing ….. 
 ….. and valued at a lot for insurance value (to have it replaced, if 

stolen) 
 we may like to think about having it repaired …. 
 it isn’t solid silver - an iron bar through the ‘handle' 
 it would be good to have it displayed in a secure cabinet - but can be 

bolted down for extra security 
 to have a comprehensive valuation, a record of civic regalia would 

need to be accessed at Goldsmiths Hall which is currently not possible 
- due to COVID 

 Alex recommended I speak to silver expert/dealer, Henry Willis. 
 
Henry lives in High Ham and has a shop in Sherborne - you may know him.  I 
have subsequently spoken to Henry and said I would take the mace for his 
advice - possibly on Tuesday? 
 
https://www.lawrences.co.uk 
 
 
 

https://www.lawrences.co.uk/
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15th February 2022 

"I have just returned from a very interesting trip to visit Henry Willis in 
Sherborne.  He really likes our mace! 
 
Unlike Alex Butcher at Lawrences Henry does think it would sell on the open 
market - and indeed he thinks he would find a buyer pretty quickly.  However, 
he does agree that it is much better being kept in Langport. 
 
He also disagrees that the mace is in need of repair and missing an orb.  He 
found pictures of other civic mace which show they are not all to the same 
design. Also he doesn’t agree about the iron rod! 
 
In terms of money he thinks between £10 and 15k with an insurance value of 
around £20k.  This fits more with the 1988 valuation for insurance purposes - 
see attached.  Where the figure in the Charity accounts comes from is a 
mystery….. 
 
Henry says any formal valuation would have to come from Lawrences as he 
doesn’t have the ‘accreditation’ that Lawrences has.  I am wondering if the 
Charity Commission would have a view on this. 
 
Deborah - it may be worth finding out from Ecclesiastical what the insurance 
premium would be for the mace - held under lock and key in the Town Hall?" 

 

w/b 7th March 

Call to the Town Clerk of Morpeth Town Council who appear to have an 
identical mace. 

The Town Clerk was bemused by my question about value – she says it only 
has value to Morpeth and was unable to give me the insurance value.  She 
hasn’t called back to let me know what that may be. 

 

 

 


