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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

    Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Langport Town Council 
Held on Tuesday 19 May 2015 at 7.30pm 

In the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors: 
J Gadd – Outgoing Chairman      I MacNab     
J Seaton – Incoming Chairman     A Michell    
C Naden – Incoming Vice Chairman     C Osborne     
C Dunn         V Saunders 
C Edwards        G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Derek Yeomans, who submitted a written report in advance of 
the meeting and District Councillor Clare Aparicio, who provided a brief verbal report. There were 17 members 
of the public and one member of the press present.  

Public Question Time – There were no questions from the public. 

Before the meeting opened, the outgoing Chariman Cllr Julia Gadd, welcomed the new Councillors and wished 
all Councillors well for their term in office. 

6257. Election of Chairman of the Council and Acceptance of Office. (LGA 1972 s14 (1), 15(1&2), 
33(1) and 34(1&2))

Councillor Janet Seaton was nominated and accepted the nomination.  

Proposed: Councillor Edwards  Seconded: Councillor Michell 

There were no other nominations.  

RESOLVED – that Councillor Janet Seaton be elected Chairman of Langport Town Council, unless 
she resigns or becomes disqualified, shall continue in office and preside at the Annual Meeting 
until her successor is elected at the next Annual Meeting of the Council  

The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and it was witnessed by the Town Clerk. 

6258. To receive Apologies for Absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1)) 

Cllr A Clarke – Conflicting Engagement. 

RESOLVED – to accept the apology and the reason given. 
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6259. Declarations of Interests – To receive any declarations of interests in respect of items of business 
on this agenda. 

Cllr J Seaton declared a personal interest in agenda item #17 (Minute #6273) as member of Huish Episcopi 
Parish Council. 

6260. Notice of Dispensations (if any). 

There were no Dispensations requested. 

6261. Election of Vice Chairman of the Council. 

Councillor Cara Naden was nominated and accepted the nomination  

Proposed: Councillor Saunders  Seconded: Councillor Dunn 

There were no other nominations.  

RESOLVED – that Councillor Cara Naden be elected Vice Chairman of Langport Town Council 
unless she resigns or becomes disqualified, shall hold office until immediately after the election 
of the Chairman of the Council at the next Annual Meeting of the Council. 

6262. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28 
April 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28 April 2015 be signed as a 
correct record. 

6263. Chairman’s Announcements. 

The Chairman announced that she would be holding informal meetings of the Councillors in order to forge a 
strong working relationship.  She will also be seeking an early meeting with the Langport Area Business Group 
to explore issues of mutual interest. 

6264. To review Committees of the Council and their Terms of Reference – Council to review the 
Town Clerk’s report of Council Committees and to adopt the recommended committee structure contained 
therein and to adopt the recommended Terms of Reference.   

The Town Clerk introduced the report to Councillors. Councillor Saunders queried the logic behind the Finance 
and Personnel Committee line managing the Town Clerk, and she feels that it should be an individual 
Councillor. The Town Clerk informed Councillors that the Clerk or any Employee of a Local Council is not 
answerable to any individual councillor - not even the Chairman. The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that 
under section 101 of the LGA 1972, Councils can delegate to either an Officer of the Council, Committees or 
another Authority. A Council cannot delegate to an indivudual Councillor or Chairman.

The Chairman will contact Somerset Assocation of Local Councils to confirm this advice. 

RESOLVED – to accept the Town Clerk’s report of Council Committees and that the recommended 
committee structure contained therein and the recommended Terms of Reference be adopted. 
(These documents are annexed to these minutes).

6265. To appoint Councillors to the Committees as resolved under agenda item #8

RESOLVED – that the following Councillors be appointed to the following committees –



Annual Town Council Minutes – 19 May 2015    3

Finance & Personnel Committee (6 Members) as per ToR #6264
J Seaton (ex-offico) J Gadd
C Naden (ex-offico) V Saunders
C Dunn G Wallace
Tourism & Marketing Committee
J Seaton (ex-offico) C Edwards
C Naden (ex-offico) I MacNab
A Clarke

6266. To approve the calendar of meetings for May 2015 – April 2016 

RESOLVED – after correcting the date for the first meeting of the Finance and Personnel 
Committee, the calendar of meetings for May 2015 - April 2016 be adopted. 

6267. To appoint Councillors as representatives to the following outside bodies –

Abattoir Liaison Group (1) C Naden
Annie Tite Fund (2) A Clarke & C Dunn
Memorial Field Management Committee (3) A Clarke, C Edwards & J Seaton 
Somerset Association of Local Councils (1) V Saunders
Sir Edward Hext Almshouses (1) A Michell
South Somerset Links Steering Committee (1) Deferred – Town Clerk to check status of this body.
The Levels Children’s Centre (2) Deferred – V Saunders to check status of this body.
Langport Information Centre Steering Committee (1) A Clarke
Market Towns Investment Group (2) J Gadd & I MacNab
Bagehot Memorial Fund (2) A Michell & G Wallace

6268. To appoint the following: 

Footpaths Liaison Officer / Parish Warden J Gadd
Parish Emergency Contact Town Clerk (D Mears)

6269. Policy – To adopt the revised Complaints Procedure. 

RESOLVED – that the revised the Complaints Procedure be adopted. (This document is annexed to these 
minutes).

6270. Policy – To adopt the revised Model Publication Scheme. 

RESOLVED – that the revised the Model Publication Scheme be adopted. (This document is annexed to 
these minutes).

6271. Policy – To adopt a ‘Recording of Meetings Policy’

RESOLVED – that the ‘Recording of Meetings Policy’ be adopted. (This document is annexed to these 
minutes).

6272. To consider making Langport a Dementia Friendly Town (Cllr Julia Gadd) 

Councillor Gadd provided Councillors with a brief outline on what being a Dementia Friendly Town entails. 
Councillor Gadd said that she has spoken with a number of businesses, and that some including Tesco have 
already signed up to the National Dementia Declaration in a bid to help take steps to improve their 
understandings.  

Proposed: Councillor Gadd   Seconded: Councillor Osborne 
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RESOLVED - That this Council supports in principle making Langport a Dementia Friendly Town 
and that Councillor Gadd will keep Council informed of progress. 

6273. To dissolve the Memorandum of Agreement with HEPC, and create a Community Working 
Group to liaise with HEPC on an informal basis, with any discussions being reported to the next 
Full Council Meeting   

The Chairman proposed that the item be deferred until the July Full Council meeting to allow the new Council 
to gain an understanding of the current arrangements and to explore all possible avenues to maintain a 
healthy working relationship with Huish Episcopi Parish Council.  

RESOLVED – that the item be deferred until the July Full Council meeting to allow the new 
Council to gain an understanding of the current arrangements and to explore all possible 
avenues to maintain a healthy working relationship with Huish Episcopi Parish Council. 

6274. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council bank accounts 
as of 18/5/2015.  

The Town Clerk provided Councillors with an explanation on the Councils and Town Trusts bank accounts. 

RESOLVED – to note the balances of the Council bank accounts as of 18/5/2015.     

6275. Finance - Accounts for Payment – to review and approve items of expenditure for the current 
financial year. (LGA 1972 s150 (5)) – Cheque signatories to be Councillors Mrs Gadd and Mr Osborne. 

RESOLVED – to approve the Accounts for Payment. 

6276. Bank Mandate – to amend the signatories on the Bank Mandate  

RESOLVED – That Mark Nesbit be removed from the Council’s Bank accounts as a signatory and 
that Councillors Anne Michell, Grant Wallace, Ian MacNab and Colin Edwards be added to the list 
of signatories for the Council’s bank accounts and that Councillors Julia Gadd and Chris Osborne 
remain as signatories. 

6277. Town Clerk’s Verbal Report. 

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that he will arrange for name plates for all Councillors for the next 
Council Meeting. The Town Clerk provided an update on the quotations for Public Toilets, and that he will 
refer this back to the next Full Council meeting  for a decision. Councillors were reminded that he needs their 
Register of Members interests forms to be returned to him within 28 days of the election. Councillors’
surgeries will resume in June and an email we be sent out with dates and a request for volunteers . 

With no further business the meeting closed at 8.37pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

    Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 2 June 2015 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors: 
J Seaton – Chairman      J Gadd      
C Naden – Vice Chairman     I MacNab   
A Clarke       A Michell    
C Dunn        V Saunders 
C Edwards       G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, District Councillor Clare Aparicio, who provided a brief oral report. One member of 
the public and two members of the press were present.  

Public Question Time – There were no questions from the public. 

6278. To receive Apologies for Absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Cllr Osborne – Unwell. 

RESOLVED – to accept the apology and the reason given. 

6279. Declarations of Interests – To receive any declarations of interests in respect of items of business 
on this agenda. 

There were no declarations of interests. 

6280. Notice of Dispensations (if any). 

There were no Dispensations requested. 

6281. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting 
held on Tuesday 19 May 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2015. 
be signed as a correct record. 

6282. Chairman’s Announcements. 

The Chairman gave thanks to all those involved with the festival and wished all well and that weather remains 
kind to us for the week ahead. The Chairman also thanked Langport and Huish Youth Club for the wonderful 
flags in the Town. If any flags have fallen down or any other problems then please inform Annie at the Youth 
Club. The Youth Club are also looking for an additional 8 sponsors if anyone is interested.  

mailto:clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk
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6283. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of the 
Council.

There were no reports made. 

6284. Public Toilets in Whatley Car Park - To receive an update on the quotations received in respect of 
the proposed works to the Public Toilets in Whatley Car Park. This matter was delegated to the Town Clerk 
under Minute #6234 however, due to the cost implications, the Town Clerk has decided to refer this back to 
Council for approval. 

RESOLVED – to accept quotation 1 and install 4 new anti-vandalism doors with oak cladding and new toilet 
roll holders and make good internally, but not to install anti-drug lights and waste bins, and that the doors be 
locked at dusk but not later than 9.30pm every evening, except when events are taking place in the town.

6285. To receive update from Cllr Gadd on the proposed Coach Park arrangements.

Cllr Gadd provided Councillors with a brief outline on the progress she has made with providing a coach park 
in Langport. The coach park will be on land near Westover Garage, and the Garage will be happy to 
unlock/lock the gates during the week and at weekends it will be the responsibility of the Council’s caretakers. 
Cllr Gadd will encourage local businesses and meet with LABG to assist with advertising to attract coach 
parties here. Cllr Clarke will create some leaflets to be delivered to Cartgate Information Centre. Issues were 
raised on lighting around the footpath bridge by the Basket Centre and signage. Cllr Gadd will raise these 
issues at the next MTiG meeting. 

RESOLVED – to note the update. 

6286. Community Projects Officer – to consider the process to appoint the Community Projects Officer as 
approved under Minute #6231. 

RESOLVED – that the Community Projects Officer post be advertised on the Council’s Twitter 
account and website.  

6287. Cemetery – Town Clerk to update Councillors on the repair work being undertaken to the damaged 
wall, and is seeking authority to appoint the current contractors undertaking this work to carry out additional 
emergency repair work to cemetery walls. 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to instruct the current contractors 
to undertake repair work to the wall at main entrance to the cemetery at the top of Kennel Lane 
and to the damaged pillar at the bottom of Kennel Lane/The Avenue.

6288. Finance – Adoption of Accounts for the Year ended 31st March 2015 and the signing of the 
Annual Return. (Accounts & Audit Regulations 2011) 

The Town Clerk informed members that in previous years the figures in Box 9 (Value of Assets) have been 
incorrectly stated. These figures have been increasing each year by a percentage point to agree with the 
Insurance Value. This is incorrect as assets on the Annual Return should be the original value or a proxy value if 
this not known and must not change until assets are either removed or added. The Clerk has amended this figure 
in box 9 to a figure from 2007. 

RESOLVED – to adopt the Accounts for the Year ended 31st March 2015, to approve the signing 
of the Annual Return.

6289. Town Clerk’s oral Report.  

The Town Clerk informed Councillors of the recent Forces march in the Town, and that he is working with Cllr 
Saunders to get the ‘Walk Langport’ signs erected, and is now getting the relevant permissions in place. The 
Town Clerk will meet with SSDC’s Street Scene team to discuss the current waste bins, the installation of 
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additional bins and the schedule to empty the bins. The Town Clerk apologised to Councillors that the 
Planning Applications were omitted from the Agenda. As they were not deemed to be contentious, he asked 
members for their comments and will forward them to the Planning Authority 

Meeting Closed at 8.43pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

    Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 7 July 2015 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors: 
J Seaton – Chairman      J Gadd      
C Naden – Vice Chairman     I MacNab   
A Clarke       A Michell    
C Dunn        V Saunders 
C Edwards       G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Derek Yeomans, who had previously submitted a written report. 
Three members of the public and no members of the press were present.  

Public Question Time – There were no questions from the public. 

Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman announced that Chris Osborne, who has served over 43 years 
as a Town Councillor for Langport, has decided to step down due to personal reasons. The Council will be 
considering ways to mark his long service to community of Langport.   

6290. To receive Apologies for Absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

There were no apologies for absence. 

6291. Declarations of Interests – To receive any declarations of interests in respect of items of business 
on this agenda. 

Cllr Saunders declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item #8 I (minute no #6297 I) Planning Application 
No: 15/02906/COL  

6292. Notice of Dispensations (if any). 

There were no Dispensations requested. 

6293. To resolve to exclude members of the press and public - To agree any items to be dealt with 
after the public (including the press) have been excluded as publicity would prejudice the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

Proposed: Cllr Michell       Seconded: Cllr Clarke 
8 votes for the proposal and 2 votes against the proposal

RESOLVED – that agenda item #17 (Minute No #6306 ‘Cocklemoor Negotiations’ be treated as 
confidential and be dealt with after the Public (including the Press) have been excluded.

mailto:clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk
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6294. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 2 June 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2 June 2015 be 
signed as a correct record. 

6295. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 

The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the works to the Public Toilets, the repair work to the Cemetery Wall 
and informed Councillors that there is a water leak with the standpipe suppling the trough at the cemetery. 
The water has now been turned off and that he is seeking quotations to repair the leak as a matter of 
urgency. The Town Clerk was pleased to inform Councillors that the cemetery software has now been installed 
and the software training completed. The Community Projects Officer and Website Photo Competition have 
now been advertised and interest for both has been expressed. Issues with the weed overgrowth on Moor 
Lane footpath have been reported to SCC.   

6296. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of the 
Council.

Oral reports were received from Cllr Clarke and Cllr Gadd. Cllr Clarke informed Councillors that she had, along 
with the Chariman and Town Clerk, attended a meeting of the Memorial Field Management Committee. Key 
issues discussed at this meeting were the damage to the surface of the MUGA, the redecoration of the 
changing rooms and funding applications. The Town Clerk attended the meeting to present the grant funding 
cheque. Cllr Gadd attended a meeting of the Market Towns Investment Group with Cllr MacNab, and was 
pleased to learn at this meeting that Langport had received the largest share of funding of 31% from this 
group. Key issues discussed at this meeting were Economic Development, Leader Plus funding and ways to 
promote the river.   

6297. Planning Applications –

I. Application No. 15/02906/COL Applicant: Mr Christopher Farey. Proposal: Application for 
a lawful development certificate for the existing use of a former tea room as living 
accommodation. Location: 3 Marlborough Buildings, Bow Street, Langport.    

RESOLVED – that this Council raises no objections and supports the application. 

II. Application No. 15/02864/TPO Applicant: Mr Robert Webb. Proposal: Application to 
carry out works to a tree which is included within the South Somerset District (Langport 
No.1) Tree Preservation Order 1992. Location: St Gildas Convent and Land, The Hill, 
Langport. 

RESOLVED – that this Council raises no objections and supports the application. 

6298. Community Website – to report progress and to agree domain name. (Cllr Seaton) 

Councillors viewed a draft impression of the homepage and layout of the website, and agreed that the domain 
name be Langport.life  

RESOLVED – to note the progress made and approve and adopt the domain name of Langport.life 

6299. Green Charter - To adopt the attached revised Green Charter for Langport (Cllr Naden) 

RESOLVED – to adopt the revised Green Charter for Langport. 

6300. Openness Discussion Paper – to discuss the attached paper and agree next steps. (Cllr Seaton) 
Councillors discussed the Openness Paper and took the 8 items listed therein individually, and it was 
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RESOLVED – that the item #2 a ‘Democracy Corner’ be explored further and created by Cllrs 
Seaton and Michell, and item #8 ‘Councillors Surgeries’ it was agreed that these be moved to the 
Ground Floor Meeting Room, in the Town Hall for a trial period.  

6301. Flood Plan - To discuss the possible completion of the Flood Plan (Cllr Saunders)

RESOLVED – that Cllr Saunders continue with the completion of the Flood Plan and keep Council 
informed of the progress.

6302. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 2/7/2015. (Account & Audit Regulations 2011)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6303. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Councils bank 
accounts as of 2/7/2015.   

The Town Clerk informed members he had experienced issues with signing onto the Natwest Bankline, and 
therefore no report could be printed. 

6304. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure – Cheque signatories to be 
Councillors Gadd and Osborne.

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6305. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

The Chairman reported that HEPC were considering the purchase of a defibrillator and if Langport Councillors 
agreed, she would approach HEPC with a view to them purchasing a second one for Langport, to be sited on 
the toilet block.  A firm proposal with costs would be put to a future meeting for a decision. The Chairman 
reported that a River Group convened by our Area North Development Officer, on which Cllr Macnab also sat, 
was investigating ways of improving the infrastructure on the river to facilitate greater use of it.  This included 
changing its official classification from ‘tidal’ to non-tidal’ and considering the possible location of pontoons 
etc.  Chairman announced that LTC had succeeded in proving our ownership of the ‘ransom strip’ of land at 
the entrance to the car park and in having it registered at the Land Registry. SSDC have to agree terms of a 
lease with us to access the car park, allowing us to prevent the arbitrary imposition of car parking charges. 

6306. In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is likely that 
the press and public will be excluded during consideration of this item (Item #4 above 
refers) - Update on negotiations with the EA to secure Cocklemoor for community use. 

All members of the public including County Councillor Yeomans left the meeting. 

The Chairman and Town Clerk updated Councillors on the meeting they had recently with SSDC and the EA 
and announced that they had reached an agreement with the EA.  

RESOLVED - The outcome of the negotiations was unanimously accepted and endorsed. The 
detailed resolution and the information discussed under this agenda item be kept confidential 
until all parties have completed their negotiations within their organisations.      

Meeting Closed at 9.52pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

        Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 4 August 2015 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors: 
J Seaton – Chairman      J Gadd      
C Naden – Vice Chairman     I MacNab   
A Clarke       A Michell    
C Dunn        V Saunders 
C Edwards       G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Derek Yeomans, who had previously submitted a written 
report and PCSO Elaine Cave. One member of the public and 2 members of the press were present.  

Public Question Time – There were no questions from the public. 

6307. To receive Apologies for Absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

With all Councillors present, there were no apologies for absence. 

6308. Declarations of Interests – To receive any declarations of interests in respect of items of 
business on this agenda. 

There were no declarations of interests. 

6309. Notice of Dispensations (if any). 

There were no Dispensations requested. 

6310. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 7 July 2015 including the confidential minute, which will remain confidential until 
negotiations are finalised. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7 July 2015 
including the confidential minute, which will remain confidential until negotiations are 
finalised, be signed as a correct record. 

6311. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 

The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the works to the Public Toilets. The Cemetery wall abutting the 
Avenue has been hit by lorry and he is looking into measures to reduce this risk. He is still seeking quotes 
to repair the water leak in the standpipe supplying the trough at the cemetery. The water has now been 
turned off so no water is being wasted. The Town Clerk was pleased to inform Councillors that he has 
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managed to secure the committed funding from SSDC for advertisement of the Market and storage for the 
stalls.    

6312. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council.

A brief oral report was received from Cllr Naden on the recent Abattoir Liaison Group meeting and the 
minutes of this meeting were circulated to all Councillors.   

6313. Update on Councillor Vacancy and next steps.

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that a request to hold an election was made by at least 10 electors. 
Close for the receipt of nominations will be 4pm Thursday 20 August, and a Statement of Persons 
Nominated will be issued by 4pm on Friday 21 August. An election will be on Thursday 17 September at 
Ridgway Hall if more than one candidate is nominated.     

6314. Christmas Decorations 2015 – to discuss the attached report on Christmas Decorations. (Cllrs 
Seaton & Edwards). 

Cllr Edwards presented the report to Councillors and it was: 

RESOLVED – to measure and price for additional matching festive lights for North Street, 
Cheapside and Bow Street and the installation of additional sockets. To leaflet properties to 
use their electricity supply and to install additional sockets. To contact Somerton Town Council 
to investigate their contact for the use of a cherry picker. To re-use the existing reindeer this 
year but to investigate a replacement display for 2016. 

6315. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 30/7/2015. (Account & Audit Regulations 2011)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6316. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 
accounts as of 30/7/2015.   

RESOLVED – to note the Bank Account Balances. 

6317. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. 

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6318. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

The Chairman reported that work was progressing well on the new website, and that a suitable candidate 
had been found for the post of Community Projects Officer. 

Meeting Closed at 8.31pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR

Telephone: 01458 259700
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk 

Council Minutes 

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council
held on Tuesday 6 October 2015 at 7.30pm

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall.

Present: Councillors: J Gadd
J Seaton – Chairman I Macnab
C Naden – Vice Chairman A Michell
A Clarke P Toogood  
C Dunn V Saunders
C Edwards G Wallace

In Attendance:
David Mears – Town Clerk, there were no members of the public and 2 members of the press were present. 

Public Question Time – There were no questions from the public.

The Chairman, Cllr Seaton welcomed and introduced newly elected Councillor Paul Toogood.

6333. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

With all Councillors present, there were no apologies for absence.

6334. Declarations of Interests – To receive any declarations of interests in respect of items of 
business on this agenda.

There were no declarations of interests.

6335. Notice of Dispensations (if any).

There were no dispensations requested.

6336. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 1 September 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1 September 2015 
with the above amendment be signed as a correct record.

6337. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting.

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that he has provided Louise Treacher with the LVS Lighting report and 
minutes of the last meeting to allow her to look for funding. The Town Clerk was pleased to inform that he 
has purchased a shed for the storage of the market stalls, and is now looking at wider premium advertising 
to promote the market. Costs will initially be covered by Town Council funds, but the MTiG will reimburse 
the Town Council by way of a grant. There is a delay with the replacement of the toilet doors due to the 
workload of the manufacturing company. He further added that he and Cllr Saunders are attending a 
Charitable Trust training course, hosted by SLCC in Swindon on 8 October.
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6338. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council.

Cllr Clarke updated members on the recent Memorial Field Committee Meeting, at which the key topic of 
discussion was the replacment changing rooms, for which plans were presented by Gary Edmunds. Cllr 
Seaton attended the SALC AGM, and felt it was a good networking opportunity 

Cllr Naden attended the Flood Management Event hosted by SSDC with various other agengies. Various 
issues such as planning applications on flood plainsand what roles Local Councils can play were discussed.

Planning Applications – Application No: 15/04038/FUL Proposal: Construction of additional 6339.
carcass chills and energy centre. Construction of storage including dry goods and finished product. 
Infill construction of a covered by-products yard and construction of a relocated security office. 
(Southern Counties Fresh Foods LTD, Muchelney Road, Huish Episcopi, Langport TA10 9HG)

RESOLVED – that this Council raised no objections, but continues to have concerns over HGV 
traffic and fully supports any comments made by Huish Episcopi Parish Council.

6340. Notification of the Conclusion of the Audit by External Auditors (Grant Thornton) of the 
Annual return submitted for the year ending 31st March 2015 - Members to review the report and 
comments of the External Auditor. (Appendix 1)

The Town Clerk is pleased to announce that the external audit for 2014/15 has now been finalised. The 
external auditors have returned the Annual Return with an ‘unqualified audit report’ meaning that no 
concerns were raised with the Council’s accounts. There was a separate comment not forming part of the 
opinion of the auditors’ report, stating that in future all sections must be completed pen and not pencil.

The statutory Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been displayed on the Council’s Notice Board for the 
requisite time.  

To note the report and additional comments of the External Auditor for the Accounts ending 
31st March 2015.

6341. Training & Development Policy – to adopt the Training and Development Policy (Appendix 2)

The following amendments and additions were made and agreed – to remove the heading ‘Aims’; to include 
at the end in point #3 ‘and support accreditation’; to add new points - #10 To review the quality of training 
received, and to seek feedback onexternal training received for the benefit of all; #11 Recognise the 
achievement. 

RESOLVED – with the above amendments/additions the Training & Development Policy be 
adopted.

6342. Christmas Lights 2015 – To review the report on Christmas Lights (Appendix 3)

The report was discussed and it was

RESOLVED –

That we agree to order from Festive Lighting Ltd sufficient additional strings of white I.
LED 10m light strings and splitters to extend the Christmas lights as listed in the 
report (47 Strings).

That we agree to pay for the cost of additional external sockets for the purposes of II.
running Christmas Lights, and for their installation by a qualified electrician, subject 
to permission from the relevant owners to install external sockets on their properties 
and that they agree to cover the minimal cost of running the lights, and that we 
leaflet all properties along the ‘decorated route’ to let them know our plans.
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That we leaflet the properties in Bow Street beyond the ‘decorated route’ to explain III.
our plans for this year and ask for volunteers to host an external socket for next year.

The Town Clerk be authorised to use Cost Centre 303, with the Account Codes 3301, IV.
3302 and 3303 to cover the above recommendations, and if need be, be further 
authorised to make virements between the account codes.

Langport Town Council ‘Action Plan’ – to review and adopt the 12 month ‘Action Plan’ for 6343.
Langport Town Council (Appendix 4)

After discussion of the ‘Action Plan’ the following proposal was made: to defer and revise the design layout 
of the ‘Action Plan’: 

Proposed: Cllr Saunders Seconded: Cllr Naden

Votes for: 3 Votes against: 7 Abstentions: 1

Proposal failed. The following proposal was made: to adopt the ‘Action Plan’ and review at the Annual Town 
Council Meeting in May 2016:

Proposed: Cllr Gadd Seconded: Cllr Michell

Votes for: 7 Votes against: 3 Abstentions: 1

Proposal carried.

RESOLVED – to adopt the ‘Action Plan’ and review at the Annual Town Council Meeting in May 
2016

Agenda Items 12 & 14 (Min #6344 and #6346) were taken and discussed together.
Cemetery – To create working party whose remit is to assess existing boundary hedges and trees 6344.
and to agree a course of action (if any) and to investigate the spare land left vacant by the removal 
of conifer hedge. This investigation is to be carried out in consultation with neighbours overlooking 
the cemetery and maintenance contractors. 

RESOLVED – that Cllr’s Naden, Macnab, Edwards and Gadd be appointed to the working group 
and liaise with the Town Clerk and report back to the December Meeting.

Cemetery Software – to authorise the Town Clerk purchase an additional licence to be installed 6345.
on the LIC computer to allow with data entry. Cost in the region of £170. 

RESOLVED – to authorise the Town Clerk purchase an additional licence to be installed on the 
LIC computer to allow with data entry. Cost in the region of £170.

Cemetery – To review and update cemetery regulations in consultation with the Town Clerk and to 6346.
review burial and memorial rights, length of terms and to introduce only BRAMM approved 
Memorials. 

RESOLVED - that Cllr’s Naden, Macnab, Edwards and Gadd be appointed to the working group 
to review and update cemetery regulations in consultation with the Town Clerk and to review 
burial and memorial rights, length of terms and to introduce only BRAMM approved Memorials.

Community Grants and Funding Policy – To discuss the report on reviewing the community 6347.
grants and funding policy. (Appendix 5 & 6)

RESOLVED - That Service Level Agreements should be put in place for any community 
organisation that is given financial assistance to provide a service.  Each agreement should 
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specify the service or services to be provided, and require an annual report to each Council 
showing how the money was spent. The Town Clerk and Chairman should seek an early 
opportunity to discuss these proposals with their HEPC counterparts. And that the community 
grants policy and guidance notes should be revised in line with the above proposals and 
brought to the November Council meeting for approval.

To dissolve the Memorandum of Agreement with Huish Episcopi Parish Council.6348.

RESOLVED – that the Memorandum of Agreement with Huish Episcopi Parish Council be 
dissolved and alternatives models be explored and cooperation with HEPC will continue on 
matters affecting the community we serve.

Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 6349.
information for the year to date as of 30/09/2015. (Account & Audit Regulations 2011) (Appendix 7)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 6350.
accounts as of 01/10/2015. (Appendix 8)

RESOLVED – to note the Bank Account Balances.

Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. (Appendix 9)6351.

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment.

Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions.6352.

The Chairman mentioned the possibility of working with HEPC to install a defibrillator on the outside of the 
toilets. The Chairman and Town Clerk have met with the Projects Officer and has asked her to work on 
lighting and the Memorial Field Changing Rooms; and the community website – ‘soft launch at the end of 
November; user testing; then launch in the New Year’.  

Meeting Closed at 8.33pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: clerk@langport-tc.gov.uk  

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 3 November 2015 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors:      
J Seaton – Chairman      A Michell     
C Naden – Vice Chairman     P Toogood   
C Edwards       V Saunders (Arrived 8.20pm)
J Gadd        G Wallace
I Macnab          

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Derek Yeomans, and District Councillor Clare Aparicio. There 
were no members of the public and 2 members of the press were present.  

Prior to the start of the meeting County Councillor Yeoman submitted a written report and District 
Councillor Aparicio made an oral report.  

6353. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Clarke and Dunn, who are both unwell. Cllr Saunders 
telephoned the Clerk to say that she has been delayed but will be in attendance.  

RESOLVED – that the apologies and the reasons given be approved. 

6354. Declarations of Interests -  Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)

There were no declarations of interests or dispensations requested. 

6355. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 6 October 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 6 October 2015 be 
signed as a correct record. 

6356. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that there is still a delay with the replacement of the toilet doors due 
to the workload of the manufacturing company. He has used his delegated powers to authorise removal of 
four dead elm trees at the Cricket Club, and the repair of the gate post, as both of these issues were 
posing a safety hazard.  

The Town Clerk also discussed the issues with hiring of a Cherry Picker for the erection of the Christmas 
Lights, and that all personnel using this equipment needed to attend a training course to obtain a 5 year 
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licence. This would cost £190 plus VAT per person in addition to the hire of the equipment. The Town Clerk 
stated that while he had delegated authority to make a decision, he sought ‘guidance’ from Councillors. 
Councillors felt that Clerk should look at external contractors to assist with this year’s erection of Christmas 
lights. The Town Clerk agreed and will ask contractors and the SSDC for quotes. (District Councillor Clare 
Aparicio offered to help and ask District Officers).  

RESOLVED – to note the oral report from the Town Clerk.  

6357. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council. 

Cllr Naden attended the recent Abattoir Liaison Group meeting, which discussed the recent planning 
application and concerns over HGV’s. 

6358. Somerset Towns Forum – to consider becoming a member of Somerset Towns Forum at a cost of 
£50 per annum. 

RESOLVED – that this Council becomes a member of the Somerset Towns Forum. 

6359. Committees – Resignation of Cllr Wallace from the Finance and Personnel Committee (due to work 
commitments) and to appoint one Councillor to replace. (Note – the next meeting is 4 November 7pm). 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Wallace for his service to the committee. Cllr Toogood was nominated and 
accepted to fill the vacancy. 

Proposed: Cllr Edwards    Seconded: Cllr Gadd 

With no other nominations it was -  

RESOLVED – that Cllr Toogood be appointed to the Finance and Personnel Committee.

6360. Outside Bodies – Resignation of Cllr Clarke as representative to the Annie Tite Fund, and to 
appoint one Councillor to replace.  

Cllr Michell was nominated and accepted to fill the vacancy. 

Proposed: Cllr Edwards    Seconded: Cllr Naden 

With no other nominations it was -  

RESOLVED – that Cllr Michell be appointed as the Council’s representative to the Annie Tite 
Fund.

6361. Consultation – Somerset County Council’s ‘Listening, Learning, Changing (LLC)’ public 
engagement exercise. To appoint a working party to complete the survey. (Information previously 
sent to Councillors)

RESOLVED – that the working party consists of Cllrs Toogood and Naden. 

6362. Grounds Maintenance Contracts – To authorise the Town Clerk to place adverts in the Leveller 
and any other publications the Council deem appropriate, and to approve the revised tender 
documents, and the new process of selecting tenders. 

The Town Clerk explained that in line with Council procedures in Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
this will not be a Tendering exercise but the Council will be seeking ‘Quotations’. The Town Clerk informed 
Councillors of the various options they can choose and of a few amendments to the documents.  
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RESOLVED – that the word ‘tender’ be removed from the documents and replaced with 
‘quotes’, and that it is made clear that contractors can only submit quotes for some or all of 
the contracts as Cocklemoor requires specialist equipment. That the winter grass cuts be 
changed to once between November and March, and an advert be placed in the Leveller asking 
for quotation on the Grounds Maintenance contracts, that the current 2 contractors, SSDC and 
Simply Gardens be asked to quote and that the decision on selection of contractors be 
delegated as follows: 

i. That the Town Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman open the 
quotes and compare against the list of requirements. Any quotations received not 
submitting the required information or deemed unsuitable will be declared void.  

ii. The remaining quotations will be then be submitted to the Finance & Personnel 
Committee for the final decision.   

6363. Community Grants and Funding Policy – To approve the attached revised community grants 
and funding policy and to delegate to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to agree 
and set up Service Level Agreements.

RESOLVED – that the revised community grants and funding policy be adopted and that it be 
delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to agree and set-up Service 
Level Agreements for all community organisations that are given financial assistance to 
provide a service.   

6364. Policies – To adopt the proposed Health and Safety Policy.  

RESOLVED - that the proposed Health and Safety Policy be adopted. 

6365. Finance - Risk Management Scheme - to adopt the draft Risk Management Scheme. 

RESOLVED – to adopt the Risk Management Scheme. 

6366. Defibrillator – To discuss the attached report from Jane Redfearn and to agree to fund 50% of 
the cost of a Defibrillator, and permission for it to be fixed to the Public Toilets in Whatley Car Park. 
The cost of this to be taken from S137 Budget Heading. 

Cllr Saunders joined the meeting at 8.20pm 

After discussions it was proposed that the allocation of funding follow that of all previous shared projects so 
that HEPC pay 2/3 and LTC pay 1/3. In addition LTC agree to host the Defibrillator on LTC’s public toilets, 
to cover the cost of the electricity and provide regular checking of the equipment by using their Council’s 
caretakers, and that hair removal strips be purchased as well. 

Proposed: Cllr Gadd   Seconded: Cllr Michell 

RESOLVED – that the allocation of funding follow that of previous shared projects so that 
HEPC pay 2/3 and LTC pay 1/3; in addition LTC agree to host the Defibrillator on LTC’s public 
toilets, to cover the cost of the electricity and provide regular checking of the equipment by 
using the Council’s caretakers, and that hair removal strips be purchased as well.

6367. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 31/10/2015. (Account & Audit Regulations 2015)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6368. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 
accounts as of 03/11/2015. 
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RESOLVED – to note the Bank Account Balances. 

6369. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. 

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6370. Meeting Dates 2016 (Revision) – To move the Full Council meeting date from Tuesday 5 
January 2016 to Tuesday 12 January 2016 and to change the Annual Town Meeting (Assembly) –
Chairman to advise the new date.   

RESOLVED – that the January 2016 Full Council meeting be rescheduled to Tuesday 12 
January 2016, and that the Chairman will advise of the rescheduled date for the Annual Town 
Meeting. 

6371. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

The Chairman due to holiday, had nothing to report. 

Meeting Closed at 8.41pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR

Telephone: 01458 259700
Email: townclerk@langport.life 

Council Minutes 

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council
held on Tuesday 1 December 2015 at 7.30pm

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall.

Present: Councillors:
J Seaton – Chairman I Macnab
C Naden – Vice Chairman A Michell
C Dunn P Toogood  
C Edwards G Wallace
J Gadd

In Attendance:
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Derek Yeomans, One member of the public and 2 members of 
the press were present. 

In public question time a member of the public raised concerns over the cemetery wall, concerns over an 
HGV nearly damaging the recently repaired pillar at the cemetery and the water leak with the cemetery tap. 
The Chairman thanked them and informed them that these issues would be addressed as part of agenda 
item #9 (min no #6380). 

Prior to the start of the meeting County Councillor Yeomans submitted a written report. 

6372. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Clarke and Saunders, who both have conflicting 
commitments. 

RESOLVED – that the apologies and the reasons given be approved.

6373. Declarations of Interests -  Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)

The Chairman Cllr Seaton declared a personal non-pecuniary interest in agenda item #10 (min #6381) as a 
member of Huish Episcopi Parish Council. 

6374. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 3 November 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 3 November 2015 
be signed as a correct record.

6375. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting.

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that the procedure for HGV permits in Langport is that the application 
is made to the Town Council and that our decision will then be sent to County Highways who will investigate 
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and issue permits. Should the Town Council be minded to not to agree to a permit being issued to the 
applicant, this will stop the process and no permit will be issued. In due course I hope to receive the 
register of all companies that hold permits and I urge Councillors and the public to take photographs of any 
lorries exceeding 7.5 tonnes and forward them to Town Clerk’s email address. The police have said they will 
work with us with concerning lorries that don’t have permits and we have agreed a course of action. From 
my meeting with the local PCSO we have further agreed for the local police speed enforcement team on the 
motorbike to visit the town centre, checks need to be carried to ensure there is the required distance 
between the two zebra crossings. We further agreed for a push for more Neighbourhood Watch 
coordinators, as there are only a couple of existing coordinators within residential areas of the town.

The Town Clerk has had several meetings with LABG and took part in the interviews for the website 
administrator. The first 100 hours will be funded by LABG then the post will be funded by the Town Council 
from the income received with the advertisements. The preferred and appointed candidate was Alex 
Keyworth-Wright. I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Chairman Cllr Janet Seaton for all her help 
with entering the content of the website. I have arranged with SSDC Street Scene department to hold 
meetings in the New Year for closer working on various projects within the town. I have successfully 
achieved a business rate exemption on Ridgway Hall and a relief on the Town Hall – this relief is a major 
reduction and the fee we have to pay equates to that payable for the Town Council Office. Finally the new 
community website will go live on Thursday 3 December and I have organised official emails for Councillors, 
staff and the Information Centre. 

RESOLVED – to note the oral report from the Town Clerk. 

6376. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council. 

Cllr Gadd updated Council on the recent AGM of the Annie Tite fund. This year marked a great improvment 
on the previous year for grant applications. Last year no applications were received, however this year the 
fund received two and both were successful and grants were awarded to assist with their higher education 
needs.

Cllr Seaton reported that there was a disappointingly low attendance at the recent AGM of the Memorial 
Field Management Committee, but that she had updated them about the availability of a substantial amount 
of s.106 funds for refurbishing the facilities at the Memorial Field, and about the Community Project 
Officer’s priority to develop a project to achieve that.  Cllr Seaton also asked that a meeting be arranged to 
agree a Service Level Agreement to secure future grant funding from both Councils, and this was agreed.

6377. Notice of Motion from Cllr Naden –“that this Council considers to become a ‘Fairtrade Town’ in 
partnership with LABG and that this Council as part of the process agrees to serve Fairtrade products (for 
example, in meetings, offices) and to agree a budget to be used to obtain accreditation”.

Discussions took place surrounding the requirements, the role of the Council and business community. Cllr 
Naden confirmed that LABG had approached her and were fully in support of this item. 

Proposed: Cllr Naden Seconded: Cllr Dunn

RESOLVED – That Langport Town Council resolves to contribute to the campaign to increase 
sales of products with the FAIRTRADE Mark by supporting the campaign to achieve Fairtrade 
status for Langport as detailed in the Fairtrade Foundation’s Fairtrade Towns initiative. To this 
end, Langport Town Council resolves to: 

Widely offer FAIRTRADE Marked food and drink options internally and make them 
available for internal meetings 
Promote the FAIRTRADE Mark using Fairtrade Foundation materials in refreshment 
areas and promoting the Fairtrade Towns initiative in internal and communications and 
external newsletters
Use influence to urge local retailers to provide Fairtrade options for residents 
Use influence to urge local business to offer Fairtrade options to their staff and promote 
the FAIRTRADE Mark internally 
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Engage in a media campaign to publicise the Fairtrade Towns initiative
Nominate Cllr Naden as the council representative to sit on the Fairtrade Steering Group 
and support ongoing work to promote Fairtrade 
Organise events and publicity during national Fairtrade Fortnight – the annual national 
campaign to promote sales of products with the FAIRTRADE Mark.

6378. Notice of Motion from Cllr Naden – “that this Council considers working with SSDC to install an 
Electric Car Charging Point in Whatley Car Park”

Cllr Naden presented her report and answered questions from Councillors. Concerns were raised about the 
benefits of installation given that there are so few electric cars, and about the likely cost of the electricity. It 
was agreed to shorten the period before a review.

The Town Clerk informed Councillors, that we do have a very tight and small budget with various projects 
planned and underway, and advised Councillors to consider the burden of the costs of providing electricity 
at no charge. 

Proposed: Cllr Naden Seconded: Cllr Dunn

For – 4 Votes Against – 3 Votes Abstention – 2 Votes 

RESOLVED – that Langport Town Council takes ownership of an electric car charging station 
installed by SSDC in the main car park and its associated costs and monitor its use in the first 
six months.  

6379. Langport Bags for Life – to consider purchasing new bags for life with an advert for the new 
community website on one side of the bag at a cost of £1.20 per bag and a minimum order of 500. Local 
businesses will purchase in excess of 200 of these bags from the Council. Bags to be held by Council to 
supply/sold to local businesses and to be sold in the LIC.   

RESOLVED – to purchase 500 new bags for life with an advert for the new community website 
on one side of the bag. Bags to be held by Council to supply/sold to local businesses and to be 
sold in the LIC. 

Cemetery Working Party – to receive the report from the Cemetery Working Party, and to 6380.
consider the options and recommendations contained therein. 

Cllr Naden introduced the Working Party report, and it was –

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk contacts the contractor who recently repaired the entrance 
walls to seek advice on the boundary walls as a matter of urgency. That South Somerset 
District Council be authorised to undertake the pollarding of the mature trees at the top of 
Kennel Lane and that they undertake a full survey of the large conifer tree at bottom of the 
cemetery for the health of the tree and safety as it appears to be pushing the wall beneath it, 
and to remove the self-seeded Ash tree near the entrance. Cllr Naden will investigate 
enhancing the wild grass areas further; will look at workshops to lay the hedge at the bottom 
of Kennel Lane and create a willow screen for the skip. Cllr Gadd to investigate further the 
opportunity of a pet cemetery, with the Town Clerk looking into the legal regulations for pet 
cemeteries.  

Planning applications – 15/05049/FUL Proposal: Erection of a two story extension to dwelling 6381.
house. Location: Coppers, North Street, Langport Somerset TA10 9RW. Note – Parish is Huish 
Episcopi.

RESOLVED – that this Council raises no objections and supports Huish Episcopi Parish Council’s 
comments. 

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/view-a-planning-application-online/?keyword=15%2f05049%2fFUL
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Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 6382.
information for the year to date as of 26/11/2015 (Account & Audit Regulations 2015)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 6383.
accounts.

RESOLVED – to note the Bank Account Balances.

Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure.6384.

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment.

Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions.6385.

The Chairman thanked District Councillor Aparicio, SSDC, members of the Langport Area Business group 
and Councillors who all helped to make putting up this year’s Christmas lights a success.  There are lessons 
to be learned, which we will try to do by the date when the lights will be taken down on 3rd January. 
Chairman reported on a meeting she and the Town Clerk had had with SSDC officials dealing with S.106 
moneys, and in addition to funds available for the Memorial Field, had discovered some unspent money for 
maintenance at the Cricket Field, which will be transferred to the Town Council.  She also updated 
Councillors on the work of the Projects Officer.
The Chairman then issued the following statement on Cocklemoor, which had been agreed with the 
Environment Agency:
“I can confirm that the Town Council have nearly finalised our negotiations with the EA over the purchase 

of Cocklemoor, sale has been agreed subject to contract and should take place (all being well) in spring of 
2016. I will be happy to make more details known as soon as the heads of terms have been agreed by all 
parties”.

Meeting Closed at 8.55pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: townclerk@langport.life  

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 12 January 2016 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors:        
J Seaton – Chairman     J Gadd      
C Naden – Vice Chairman    I Macnab   
A Clarke      A Michell    
C Dunn       V Saunders
C Edwards      G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, Website Administrator Alex Keyworth-Wright, District Councillor Clare Aparicio 
Paul, PCSO Malissa Thompson, three members of the public and no members of the press were present. 

Prior to the start of the meeting County Councillor Yeomans submitted a written report, and District 
Councillor Aparicio Paul made an oral report. A short presentation of the new community website was made 
by Alex Keyworth-Wright. 

6386. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Toogood, who has a conflicting commitment.  

RESOLVED – that the apologies and the reasons given be approved. 

6387. Declarations of Interests -  Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)

None received. 

6388. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 1 December 2015. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1 December 2015 
be signed as a correct record. 

6389. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 

The Town Clerk informed Councillors that the work on the public toilets is now underway, and that the 
cemetery tap has also been repaired. Councillors will have their photos taken at the next Council meeting 
for the new website. 

RESOLVED – to note the oral report from the Town Clerk.  
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6390. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council. 

There were no reports. 

6391. Town Council and Information Centre Broadband and Telephone lines – to consider 
amending the current package and move services to Mainstream Digital.  

RESOLVED – That Langport Town Council installs a new telephone line for the Council office 
and move the current telephone number onto the new line. Cancel the existing broadband and 
telephone line with TalkTalk and move the LIC phone line and broadband from BT to 
Mainstream Digital on a 3 year agreement. To upgrade the existing router in the Town Hall to 
enable superfast broadband.      

6392. Planning applications – 15/05564/COU Proposal: Change of use Class A4 Public House to a 
dwelling. Location: White Lion Hotel, North Street, Langport Somerset TA10 9RQ and 15/05563/COU
Proposal: Proposed change of use from Class A4 to Guest House, Class C1 Location: White Lion Hotel, 
North Street, Langport Somerset TA10 9RQ.  

Councillors are sad to lose another public house, but are pleased to see that a much needed guest 
accommodation is planned as a possible replacement, and is preferable. There are therefore, no objections 
to either of these applications. 

RESOLVED – to raise no objections to these applications.  

6393. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 06/01/2016 (Account & Audit Regulations 2015)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6394. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 
accounts. 

These were unavailable, due to a printer malfunction. 

6395. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. 

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6396. Finance - Budget for 2016/2017 - Councillors to approve the budget and precept demand for 
the financial year 1 April 2016 – 31 March 2017  

RESOLVED – that this Council agrees to set a budget for 2015/2016 of £96,774 with a precept 
demand of £76,512 which equates to a 4.88% increase. 

6397. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

The Chairman thanked Councillors, members of the Langport Area Business group and others who helped 
to take down the Christmas lights. The Chairman also informed Councillors that there is a consultation on 
Library opening hours. 

Meeting closed at 8.39pm 

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningdetails/?id=1505564COU
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningdetails/?id=1505563COU
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: townclerk@langport.life  

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 2 February 2016 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors:        
J Seaton – Chairman     J Gadd      
C Naden – Vice Chairman    I Macnab   
A Clarke      A Michell    
C Dunn       V Saunders
C Edwards      G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, County Councillor Yeomans, one member of the public and two members of the 
press were present.  

6398. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Toogood, who has a conflicting commitment.  

RESOLVED – that the apologies and the reasons given be approved. 

6399. Declarations of Interests -  Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)

None received. 

6400. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 12 January 2016. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 12 January 2016 
be signed as a correct record. 

6401. Committees - To receive and note the minutes of the following meetings and approve any 
recommendations: 

Finance and Personnel Committee – 2 September 2015 
4 November 2015 
15 December 2015  

RESOLVED - to receive and note the minutes 

6402. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 
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The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the work on the public toilets doors, and that he chasing the EA to 
finalise the Heads of Terms for the purchase of Cocklemoor. The Clerk has also arranged a visit to SSVCA, 
in conjunction with HEPC, details have been emailed to Councillors. 

RESOLVED – to note the oral report from the Town Clerk.  

6403. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council. 

Cllr Clarke gave a brief report on the Memorial Field Committee meeting that she and Cllr Edwards 
attended. Cllr Gadd updated councillors on the recent Market Towns Investment Group meeting that she, 
Cllr Macnab and Seaton attended. The meeting focused onways of encouraging Councils to make project 
proposals.  

6404. Planning applications –Proposal: The display of 1 no. non illuminated car park sign, 1 no. non 
illuminated fascia sign and no 1. non illuminated free standing sign.  Location: Shakspeare Glass, Great 
Western House, Westover Trading Estate, Langport Somerset TA10 9RB (Note: this is within the Parish of 
Huish Episcopi)

RESOLVED – no objections or observations.  

6405. Cocklemoor - to discuss rent charges and guidelines for the use of Cocklemoor.

RESOLVED – that Cocklemoor be available for hire to ‘not for profit’ organisations free of 
charge, and that it can also be used as a temporary car park for events, subject to weather 
conditions. Commercial organisations will be charged £100 per day, with a deposit being 
payable of £500. That the Finance and Personnel Committee be delegated to adopt a hire 
agreement, which must consist of requiring a Risk Assessment, confirmation that required 
licences are in place and that Public Liability insurance is held.    

6406. Cemetery – To discuss the request for a bench with ‘In Memory’ plaque to be installed in the 
cemetery, and to agree a procedure and prices for future requests. 

RESOLVED – that memorial benches at the cemetery be authorised, and that all benches must 
be ordered through the Council using suppliers that advertise with the Society of Local Council 
Clerks, and that an admin charge of £50 be payable. The term will be for 10 years and be on a 
lease agreement, to allow the Council to exercise some control in the event of damage and 
health and safety issues. The Finance and Personnel Committee be delegated the authority to 
adopt the rules/lease agreement. 

6407. Notice of Motion received from Cllr Clarke – ‘to discuss ideas to celebrate the Queen’s 90th

birthday in April’

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk discuss ideas/options for partnership working with HEPC 
Parish Clerk on this project and report back to the March meeting. Councillors encouraged to 
think of ideas in advance of the March meeting. 

6408. Review of Standing Orders – the revised Standing Orders will be proposed and seconded and 
stand adjourned without discussion until the next ordinary meeting of the Council. 

The Town Clerk updated members that a revised set of Standing Orders will be discussed at the Annual 
Town Council meeting, and that for now only the following Standing Orders be amended: 

SO #3e – Remove the words ‘in respect of business on the agenda’. This is to allow members of the public 
to raise any matters affecting Langport. 
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SO #18c – Decrease from £60,000 to £25,000 and SO #18f increase from £138,893 to £164,176. These 
changes are required due to the European Commission amending the threshold in the Public Service 
Contracts Directive 2014. 

RESOLVED – That Standing Orders #3e, #18 c and f be amended following the Town Clerk’s 
advice. 

6409. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 28/01/2016 (Account & Audit Regulations 2015)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6410. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 
accounts. 

RESOLVED – to note the account balances.

6411. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. 

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6412. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

Chairman reported that the winning bid in the reindeer auction offered £120 per reindeer and was prepared 
to take all four. The Town Clerk will contact the bidder and arrange the sale.  The Porject Officer, Louise 
Treacher, will present a progress report to the March Council meeting and will be in attendance to answer 
any questions. 

Meeting closed at 8.25pm 
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LANGPORT TOWN COUNCIL 
Langport Town Hall, Bow Street, Langport TA10 9PR 

Telephone: 01458 259700 
Email: townclerk@langport.life  

Council Minutes  

Minutes of the Meeting of Langport Town Council 
held on Tuesday 1 March 2016 at 7.30pm 

in the Ground Floor Meeting Room, Langport Town Hall. 

Present: Councillors:        
J Seaton – Chairman          
C Naden – Vice Chairman    I Macnab   
A Clarke      A Michell    
C Edwards      V Saunders
J Gadd       G Wallace   

In Attendance: 
David Mears – Town Clerk, Louise Treacher – Projects Officer, Derek Yeomans - County Councillor Christian 
Lazenbury - Somerton Fire Station Watch Manager, Chris Rees from Rees Trust. There were no members of 
the public present. There were two members of the press present.  

Prior to the meeting, County Councillor Yeomans submitted a written report, and Christian Lazenbury 
introduced himself. Chris Rees made a short presentation on his proposed development at Westover 
Trading Estate and Councillors were given an opportunity to make comments. 

6413. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. (LGA 1972 s85 (1))

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Toogood, who has a conflicting commitment and Cllr Dunn, 
who has a family bereavement.  

RESOLVED – that the apologies and the reasons given be approved. 

6414. Declarations of Interests -  Members to declare any interests, including Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interests they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the Town Council’s Code of 
Conduct and to consider any prior requests from members for Dispensations that accord with Localism Act 
2011 s33(b-e). (NB this does not preclude any later declarations)

None received. 

6415. To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 
on Tuesday 2 February 2016. (LGA 1972 sch 12, para 41(1))

RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 2 February 2016 
be signed as a correct record. 

6416. Committees - To receive and note the minutes of the following meetings and approve any 
recommendations: 

Finance and Personnel Committee – 19 January 2016

RESOLVED - to receive and note the minutes 
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6416. Projects Officer – progress report from the Projects Officer.  

RESOLVED – to note the submitted progress report from the Projects Officer. 

6417. Town Clerk’s Oral Report – including update on progress since the last meeting. 

The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the work on the public toilets doors and that he is seeking 
professional advice and quotes on the walls at the cemetery. 

RESOLVED – to note the oral report from the Town Clerk.  

6418. To receive written or oral reports from meetings attended by Councillors on behalf of 
the Council. 

Cllr Naden, gave a brief update on the recent Abattoir Liaison Meeting. 

6419. To cancel the Council meeting scheduled for the 5 April 2016 

RESOLVED – that the Council meeting scheduled for the 5 April 2016 be cancelled. 

6420. Finance - Town Council Year 2015/16 Year to Date Budget - to review and note the budget 
information for the year to date as of 25/02/2016 (Account & Audit Regulations 2015)

RESOLVED – to note the Year to Date Budget.

6421. Finance – Bank Account Balances – To review and note the balances of the Council’s bank 
accounts. 

RESOLVED – to note the account balances.

6422. Finance - Accounts for Payment - to note items of expenditure. 

RESOLVED – to note the Accounts for Payment. 

6423. Chairman’s Report – To provide information on recent and forthcoming actions. 

The Chairman reported on a visit made by Langport and Huish Episcopi councillors to the Links Transport 
office in Yeovil. The visit left a positive impression, but it was clear that the managers have not applied to 
councils for funding support.  Statistics on the number of pick-ups in different areas had been requested. A 
recent meeting with the Projects Officer about the Hanging Chapel project had resolved to add the 
installation of an interpretation board to the planned works. 

Meeting closed at 8.28pm 


